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THE REORGANIZED SCHOOL PLAYGROUND. 


“I’Sfty dollars fine for aiiyono ft)mid tjo>pasriing on this yard afti*r 
school hours.-’ The foregoing sign was'on the side of a scho(>l luiild- 
ing ill a middle-sized city of southern Arkansas, but the sign is not 
unique in that hxaillt^^^||^ it repres^uits an attitude of mind that 
has l)cc*n very mhirly universal. The school yard has betm o»e of 
the least utilized of our educational resources. Surfaced with a view 
to his convenience and used mostly in accordance withjiis desires, 
it. has practically belonged to the janitor. T do not know that there 
are any cases where he has used it to raist^ potatoes and the family 
\Tgetahles. hut he might nearly as well have^(>ne -o for any advan- 
tage that has come to tlu‘ school or the children. 

- It must be saitl also that the scdiool hours that have frequontlv 
k<*pt tlie pupils Jn tl%|^ classroom from 0 to P2 and 1 to with little 
if any intermission, have been more for the convenience of the 
ttMcher than the good of the children. Often the pupils have not 
been allowed to come to school until or 20 minutes before 0 and 
have bi‘en recpiired to leave the yard immediately after dismissak 
Tlio gates have been closed and hx’ked during the summer time. 
Under the eireu instances there is little wonder that scluxj yards have 
heen generally inado(|uate in size and often atrocious in condition. 

In the j)ast 10 years the greift plilv movement has Imi'st^ipon us 
and has brought wit^i it an illumination as to tlie ediicationul value 
of i>la\\ Tlie old-time schotil yard, witli its limited space and its 
^ restrictive tnulitions, is entirely unsidted to 'the new uses demanded 
by the new ideals, siid tliere'is going on everywhere a reconstruction 
of theory and practice io meet tlie new. need.';. As in alT recon- 
struction peritxls, however, the facilities and use's are out of har- 
, niony: and many cities, yith an imperfect understanding of tlic 
problems involved, ai*e attempting to improve conditions according 
to their liglits. 

I'lie new activities for the sc1hk)1 require in the first place a larger 
yard; .secondly, a yard which is in condition to be used — which is 
not often the case at present : and thjrdly, a 'yard with a certain* 
amount of equipnient for play. Some of tl^ new uses are a space 
for gardening or at leasts raising the nature-ftUdy material, physical 
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PLAYr.^OrND. 


t rninin^ out (>f doors, x'd i icli slioiild 1 h* u ui‘d oi \ ^ lici o in 
pleasant weatlier, the open-air kimlergrarten, tiu‘ fresh-air schcMil, , 
and organizt‘(l j^lay at recesses and in tlu* suniiuei* time. In (iei*- 
inany and Englami certain periods of jdav^iye long been a part of 
the school enrrienlmn, and more or less of organized play is being 
generally introduced into the -cniTienluins of progn m\ e cities 
throughout the United States, WhenVe add to this the after-school 
and Saturday and summer use of the school yarth ^ve have alto- 
gether a new eondition, wliich warrant^ far greater expenjitif^s and 
care than the old -t line solicK)! ya rd has ever received, hesi dcs, in 
order to light a school building according to modern standards nuieh 
open space is required. 1 hc^now buildings, which are palares In-side ^ 
the ohh also require far more gronml to- give them an-hiteetiiral 

setting, ‘ 

It is nnfonnniite'that any selu.x)! need-' to U* built in the city, Ik'- 
eause it i.s usually iinpo.ssible to get enough land for basebalh foot- 
ball. and the otlier games that tlie children >houhl play; aiul with 
the inm^asing congestion of cities the sehAol yard is ofttimes the'oidy 
ground that is available. The past 10 yeai*s, however, have seen the 
invention or introduction of several new games, such as volley ball, 
basket hall, indoor baseball, and tether bail, which are more econoin- 
ieabof .‘^pace than any games that we have formerly had and 
help to relieve the almost impossible eoiulition of a few yeai’s ago. It 
Is possible now on a block of groulul, if the blpek is of fair size and 
the school is not too large, to have a g(H>d deal of play that is worth 

Mhilo. ' , 

^ is impossible to set any arbitrary standard for the size of a. 
school gronml in the country. It certainly should be large enough 
for basi^ball, as it ought not to be necessary to do most of the sehodl,. 
play in the neighbors' fields, as is so often the case at presoiti. Very 
often a neighborhood park and pichic ground should he iruid^ at the 
school also. This should always he done, I uiu iiudincd to heliexe, 

' if the site offers the facilities, and jhero is no better place in tli^ 
j^(>jghborhood. The ininiinuin size for the ground of a country 
school should be 2 acres. Nothing less than this will do for^baseball, 
and if the tract is to Ik? ttsed by the older people evenings and {Satur- 
days, ns it ought to nothing less than acres will he adequate. 
Ten acres will not be t^ much for the general athletic fiehh and 
picnic place for the district. 

The city high school will require at lea.st as much ground. Nearly 
all the games played by high-school students require a good deal of 
room. Every high school shoiilil have a mnuher of baseball and 
football fields and a place for field and track events. The girls 
should have a place that is separated from the boys and surrounded 
MUth a hedge or tight fence to give it exclusiveness. Ten acres ought 
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lo ho tlie niinilNiiin for a city school, hut unfortunately 10 acns 
rail not often in tlio (vnt i‘al part of any rity. ^ 

\arioiis standards iiavi' IxM'fr })ropos'(Ml for the city olcMnentarv 
school. The city of London riHiiiiros :i0 sf|iiare feci for cacli child 
for itfci now scdiools. I his wuuild jdacc n ciiild ovi*rv .a feed over the 
school yard, A year a^^o the State of Whisiiiu^ton pa'^^^od' a hill 
•mpiiidiipr 100 Miiiarc fed. hut this was vctmal hy tlic irovrrnor. This 
would ^dvo 1 ‘acii cliild 5 fci‘t of free room on each side, hut even this 
is iiiadc(]iint(‘. In a ^ood iiiaiiv of tlu^ old schools of New York there 
is not rooiu i*noii^di in the external play^n'ound for half of the chih, 
(Iren -to stand in tlu‘ closed possible order. Where tlie land on Adiich 
a si^iool Imildinn^H (uvetvd cods two or three hiindivd thousands of 
dollai^, it^ j>' not (o h(‘ expeeted that inueli more* ground will he 
S(‘ciir(*d llian tludj^na? luaal of li^dif and iiii‘ pioteet ion Tiemaiid. Ihit 
for innsi of our new sfduMds in llie stnalhu* cltie> at lea-t w6.havo 
at jireseiit a \\orli;al)ii* standaial. namely. (UU‘ hhick foi* (*a.eh school. 
This isdiein^r ^rcncrally adojitial in tin* Middle AVest and the 

South at pres(uit. In tlie city of Little Lock. .\rk.. there is not a 
sehool for white eiiildmi in 1 he city that has not a full hhxdc to itself. 

1 luM’e aie not more tliaii one or tw(\ scIuKtl-' tliat ha\'(^ not a full block 
in T iichio, C.olo. 1 lowi'vei'. blocks are not of etpial area in all cities,^ 
In some cit ies, as in TToiist on. 1 ex., a hltn^k' co\'ei's onl\* about 1 ^ 
acres, mIuIo in others, as in Salt Lake City. i» co\eis; 10 aeres. In 
tl)(‘ ('(Miter of (.*aeli ldo(.'k in Salt Lake* f itv IIumx' is a phit of acres 
that is often separde fnun the siirronmlin<r l,,ts and may he d'ciired 
foi* the seliool play*rroiiMd. 

d'luM-e is a ^n-owiii^r hrlin^r fiiai the seiiool sli(»uld he the social 
(ent(*i of its lu* i^lihori lood. If it can provide a pai’k. s\viiiiinin^^)iH)k 
^ryinnasiiim, auditorium, and moviinr pictures we shall have a nei^h- 
horhood center tliat will create a comiminity out of llie unor^'animl 
and unfamiliar iiiassis of tin* city.- The city of Houston. dVx., is 
Ux\ir\uiz from n to o mu'cs fol* its new scliools. It will have swim- 
-inin^^ pools and auditoriums and irecvs. Tliis makes possible the 
development uf a recreation center system similar to timt in the jiarks 
(^f Chiejipm in (*«nueetion whli the schools. It will lx* exeeedinjrly 
int(.M*esl in»r to >(h* how the jirojec*! will M^wk out. ' The sdiool yard 
slionhl make a dehiiMc* hid for the pijyy^of th(* working hovs iwfd g*irls 
after sehool and at ni^ht. .Ml af^nnasiiiiiis and swimming pools 
slionld he utilized then', and ■ thefsehool grounds: slmuld he so well 
lighted that volley hall, basket had, and imloorTTiisiTmll could he . 
|)Iayed there in the evenings, hotli hy the older hoys nmL girls and 
hy business men as well. Tlie school of the future to be tlie pt|blic 
A oung^ Men’s Christian Association *an(l Avaiiig AVonieirs Christian 
Association of its ludglilmrliood. T do not know that thei^ are any 
cases wliere the school yi\ids have l>een lighted^ for play night. 
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but there are a number of places where municipal playgrounds are so 
used. • 

It is ofttimes difficult and sometimes impossible under existing 
colfcitions to secure a full block of ground for a school. There are 
few entire blocks within the city without buildings, l)ut sites should 
be selected ahead as far as possible, anticipating the city's growtii, 
and no new addition should be allowed to come into the city without 
setting aside a block for a school. Owners generally ask more than 
the land is worth foif school sites, and it is often difficult for the 
school board to get enough money to purchase a block. They usually . 
hold that they have no right to condemn land* for a playground, and 
often it can be secured in no other way. In most cases all that school 
boards teally need is a modern interpretation of the school la^. 
They are usually given the right “ to condemn land for school puW 
poses,-’ and the organization of play has become nearly as much a* 
** sdiool puq)ose " us arithmetic. In some cases it may be necess^ary 
to have the scliool laws changed, but usually that will not be difficult 
in the light of present interest in play. AMiere there is a will there 
is a way, and if surely is possible in most places to get land enough 
to car^y on the activities of a modern school.* 

In hilly cities school sites are often selected that are very uneven. 
Such sites are usually cheaper in the beginning, but are nearly always 
dearer in the end than sites that are nearly le\ol. A rounded 
hill offers ^ conspicuous position for a school building. Yet it is 
much less suitable for the location of a school than a store. Xo 
merchant would select such^i site, because he kno^^*s that his cus- 
tomers will hot climb the hill to buy of him. It is just as great an 
effort to climb a hillTo go to school as it is to buy a stick of candy. 
After you once reach the store it is just as well on the top of the hill 
as anywhere else. , But the hilltop is useless as a school site when 
yon once get there, as there arc very few gnmA that can be played 
on a hillside. A hillside is much more appropriate for a private 
house -than a school. The hoii^ does not require very much space, 
and not much terraciog is required to mtrke^the yard nearly level. 
But for a school the ^yhole block has to l>e*put into one or twn ter- 
i^races, as nearly level as may be. The grading required will probably 
cost as much as the site, or more. A terr«ce always tends to gully 
out and is a source of constant expense. The terraces should be 
sodded at pnee or covered with honeysirckle or some such vine. The 
honeysuckle will add greatly to the beauty'of the bank, and it will 
^ hold it like , a stone, wall. The New York, New Haven & Hartford 
^ * Bailroad is covering its cuts through Rhode Island and Connecticut 
with nobler roses, and 'it majr^K; that these wotfld be serviceable 
for school terraces in some localities. If it be found that the school 
'occupies a site that can not be leveled without a prohibitive expense,* 
the site should be given up. • \ 
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' location of 'THE SCHOOL BDILDIRG. 

AMien an npiu-opriate piece of laiul lius been secured and leveled 
.of! the next step should l)c the location <.f the hnilcling upon it. 
When a cit.v hall or a counhoiise is to 1^‘huilt, it has become the 
custom to place it iii the center of a lar<re Idock, which is treated as 
n sort of p.iik, aftef the fashion of the En"lish country residence. 
This park <rives the needed sjiace. so that nirc can ^et a View of tlTe 
buildm<r and ol.serve its architectural features. AVhcre the s])ac6 
• around the huildinp is used ,a.s a park, there is no lost space and no 
conflict til the two uses. The centranocation is justified by the fact 
that this is a city biiildino tliat all arc to see. Trid its architecture is 
an assy to.th_e city. ^Micn \ve consider tlie location of the school 
biiildiiifr. however, tlie decisive qiie-tiou should be the purpose to be 
.subserved. If the school is erected to ]>leas^he passer-hv and to be 
an ornament to the city, then the architect shAld lie allowed to place 
It with a view to seciirin<r architectural effect^ and he will place it 
in the center of the jilot in most ca.ses. ■ The .h|ihli-ncr ^owkl lie sur- 
rounded -wilh frra.ss. and the children, should not he allowed to 
pla_\ upon it.- If, -on the other haikl,- the school is intended for 
die welfare of the children, the bi^lding should not be Iwated 
in the center of their ^J^ygEound. The architectr|||^f the build- 
ing lijis little, if any, effect upon them, while, pl^is the most 
fundamental thing in child naturc. It would lie belter to have two 
sets of school buildings, one intended for show, with the l?iTlding 
placed ill. the. center of a giouiul decorated with gra.ss and flowers 
where the childrcn arc allowed to come onlv on festal occasions, 
when there is a convention in the city, and a swond sej of buildings 
and grounds for actual use. If we would not do this, then we must 
not allow the architects to de.stroy the grounds, by placing the build- 
ings in the'center of them. If the building is placed in the center 
of the ground and the children are i^llowed to play on all sides of it, 
the grass is soon kHled off, the surroundings become bare and un- 
atfraetive, and the location is the worst poswble. It may be said, 
too, of most of the buildings .so located that they have few arcjiitec^ 
fural features to exhibit, and i^vista' only serves to .set off their 
ugline&s. But even if all the ground is urcd, and the grass is not 
respected, it is iinpo&sible in most eases to have play tliat is vigorous 
and worth while, when the^hool building is placed in the center of 
the site, because this usuall.v leaves onl.v a fringe of ground that is 
not large enough in any place for play. Instead of liaving the win- ■ 
dows on one side to protect from balls and missiles, the windows <» 
all.sides have to be protected. If the school ground is to be used, 
it is better for the architectural effect as wbll as for purposes of play 

to locate the building at one 'end of the block, within 15 or 20 feet of - 
48728*— 12 2 I ' 
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the sidewalk. This space in front of the building can be parked, 
laid out to flowerbeds or ornamental shrubbery, protected with a 
low hedge or a fence covered with vines, and kept intact for archi- 
tectural effect.* 

' VHTES. 

Unless the climate is-riTiny and cold, it will be an advantage to 
pl^^it viiies over the School building. Vines make the building cooler 
ih'the warm parts ot the year and the touch of given that they add 
is generally welcome. Wisteria will make of it a great llower garden 
in spring. The ivies will furnish a glow of grateful color in the fall. 

SURFACING OF SCHOOL GROUNDS,' 

The school yards of many of our cities are a disgrace to the sys- 
tems to which they belong. I believe tjiat much le~s than .»0 per cent 
of the yards of the country are in cojidition to use*. .Covered with 
brickbats and piles of ashes, gi^Hied out by the rains, with the mots 
of trees projecting in places, they furnish an almost impossible sur- 
face over wliich to run. Not more than one-quarter as large' as they 
should be in most cases, the space that_tl>ere is should be utilize'd to 
^ the fullest extent. Bpfin actual fact not more tlijii ‘J.'i per cent of 
play efficiency can be secured from the yard* of many a school sy.stem 
on account of their condition. There is many a 'school site that has 
cost $10,000 or more that has received less than a hundred dollars 
afterwards to make it available for the play of the children. Uven 
■ if it does cost a thousand dollars to grade and surface a tcn-tliousaiul- 
dollar yard, it surely is not wisdom to throw away the $10,000 for 
the Isck of the one. In many cases all that is needed is to di.smiss the 
school early one afternoon and set the dnldren with. rakes and hoi's to 
filling in gullies, raking up cinders and bricks, digging up projecting 
stones, and cutting off roots. Probably half the school yards of the 
country could be improved 50 per cent by this simple expedient. 

As in the othqr features, it iseasy.toseethaf the interests of play have 
been disregarded also in the surfacing of school yards. In the play 
of men three surfaces have been approved, ginss for baseball, football, 
and games requiring a large space, a sandy loam or sand-covered 
clay for tennia courts, and cinders for running tracks. Wliere' the 
school playground has been surfaced at all it has gcnendly been with 
brick, ’cenlent, gravel, or broken stone. 'The requirements of the case 
are a'stlrface that is smooth; that does get muddy after rairis qr 
dusty in dry weather; that is springy beneath t he feet and soft to 

~N^-Th* lutbor overlook* one of the utrongest W>n» for locating a acli^l 
building In th* canter Us lot, namely, the desirability of removing cl^rooms as far 
' U ooss*ble from the noises and distractions of the street, a'ractlcally, all such q^tlons 
3^^ determined by balan«ng the advanUges against the dlMdr^Uges. The sjfc 
vanlkies of the location favored by the author are well set forth ! the weight of tha 
dIaadvasUfes In nay parttci^ case will n^pewrlly determine the result.— Editor. 
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fall upon ; that d(x*s not get overhot in summer or slippery in winter; 
that does not wear out the play apparatio and the clothes of the 
children unduly; and, more than all, that does not wear out their 
nervous systems from "its shocks and bruises. It is not easy to find 
a surface which meets all these requirements. Probably we shall have 
to manufacture a surface for the playground as we do for the street 
before^ we shaH’gct one that is entirely sat isfactor}^ 

A*GRASS SURFACE. 



T\niercyer a school can have grass on the yard and have play at 
the same time, grass is a good surface for most ganu>s, but this is 
usually possible only In country schools, where there is a large yard 
iu«i a small number of children. In the South Idiave seen Bermuda 
^rass that had a good start stand the intensive play of a city^school. 
Perhaps a wider use of this grass will be a solution of the probLbm for 
the smaller cities of the South, but in most cases play and grass are 
antagonistic, and the school must choose between them. I know not 
a few cities where'^the sch^l has chosen the grass rather than the 
play. A school that choo^Se^ grass for decorative purposes instead of 
play might wdth equ{il wisdom choose a wall pattern in place of a' 
blackboard ror its classrooms. 


BRICK. 


Not a few of the scliool yards in our great cities are surfaced with 
brick:'! I judge that this <=urfncing must have been chosen by the 
janitor. It is an admirable yard for his purjmsos. It does not get 
muddy after rains or track into the school building. It is so hard 
to run over that the children prefer the street, thii^ causing the 
janitor the least possible amount of annoyance. A{ its best, brick 
is hard and unyielding, with shocks upon the nervous system at 
every step or jump. To fall upon it means a bad bruise on the kn^ 
and often a hole through the trousers. But most of the bricked yards 
that I have known have been more or les.s uneven, or coBtained soft 
bricks, where the water would stand after rains. In froky weather 
the brick holds the frost, which makes it a very difficult surface to 
ruti or walk over. If the members of jiny school Iwnrd now pro- 
viding brick for schoolyards would go out and play one game <^f 
indoor baseball upon it they would take it out t^ next day if po^ 
sible. 

CEMENT. . 

% 

Cemeiit is better than brick. It is not so slippery or uneven, and 
it is easier to run over. In very large schools with very small 3"anls, 
like those of New York City, cement or asphalt may be the only 
really practical surface. now available, jbut nearly^ the same objec- 
% tious apply to cement as to brick. 
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f # GRAVEL AND BROKEN STONE. 

bolh of these surfaces, especially the former, have been much 
used in surfacing sc1uk)1 yards and are generally unsuitable, not so 
much from the necessity of the case as from the materials selected. 
Anyone who has attempted to run over a heap of macadam or h 
surface covered with loose j>ebbles knows how difficult The 

loose stones turn the ankle ami cause constant slight spnnns that 
weary the ruyner. To fall upon these sliaq)ened pebbles means a 
serious bruise'. For the children all these conditions arc ten times 
worse, because so many of them go baref(K)ted in the spring and sum- 
mer, and these, pebbles mean constant bruises on the feet and toes. 
'a yard of this kind will wear out a pair of shoes in a few weeks; 
baseballs and volley balls will get ragged witlna’day's wear. ^Tbe 
yard probably destroys enough clothing and apparatus every year 
to })ay for surfacing it proper!}*. There should he no gi*avel or 
broken stone on a school yard larger than a small pea or, better, a 
No. 4 shot. The small round gravel that is\iscd in the Chicago 
playgrounds, know^’^s torpedo gravel, makes a fairly satisfactory 
surface for play. The dust macadam, such as' is used for the finest 
top dressing of drives and tennis courts, also makes a satisfactory 
surface. This is used to a considerable extent in surfacing the school 
yards of Oakland, Cal., and, I presume, other California cities. The 
torpedo gravel costs alxuit $1.50 per c\ibic yai*d. One yard will 
cover about 100 square yards of surface. It may bt' obtained of 
building contractors. 

CINDERS. 

Cinders that are well ground and rolled and leveled make a 
satisfactory surface to run over, but not a very comfortable snrfm’e 
to fall on. They have been used in the past almost altogether in 
^making running tracks. Many of the London board schools have 
yards surfaced with cinders. I am of the opinion, though T have 
never seen it demonstrated, lhat cinders dig up too easily to be en- 
tirely satisfactory, that they will track into the building more ^r 
less, that they will be hot in the summer time, and that they wear out 
play equipment rapidly. Tliey certainly do not present an attractive 
appearance. 

SATISFACTORY SURFACING. 

Thus far our consideration of surfacing hius been mainly a matter 
of elimination. Some surfaces are more unsaiisfactory than others, 
byt there is no surface that is wholly sat isf actor}*. Doabtkss we 
shall have to manufacture the surface for our playgrounds in time, 
much as we do the asphalt for our streets. However, there are now 
better surface than are generally used. Mr. Leland recommends a 
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mixture of clay, loam, and cinders as satisfactory. In the Chicago 
municipal playgroumls the torpedo gravel works fairly well, but the 
managers are now Experiment ing with a manufactured surface which 
is made by mixin{r together sand, asphalt, and cork in the follow- 
ing proportions: Cork (j)ieces oneHMglith to one-fourth inch in 
diameter), 10§ per cent by weight; sand, 33 per cent; stpne (pieces 
one-sixtli to one-cightli incli in diameter), 10§ per cent; asphalt, 33i 
pi»r cent. This surface costs from OO cents fo $1 per yard, but it is 
said to l>e smooth, yielding, permanent, and in every way satisfac- 
tory, On the whole a sandy loam that Is well underdrainod makes a 
voiy satisfactory surface. Almost any sort of a tennis-court surface, 
but es|H*ciaIly samKcovored clay, is a good play surface. 

KEEPING IN CONDITION. 

In the past the school yard has been exj>encted to keep itself in 
condition. It has been no one’s duty to look after it. It may be 
t^iken for granted that it will not do this. There are not many 
. enterprises that can be launched and left to run themselves. Eveiy 
school yard with anything but u gniss or brick or cement surface 
ought to be leveled and rolled down ht least once a year. Often this 
can be done by the children themselves. Most grounds need much 
more cure than this, but an overhauling once a year is an absolutely 
minirninn requirement. Generally the school yard nee<ls to be % 
sprinkled at certain 4iines to keep down the dust. In California it 
is not unusual to sprinkle with a heavy nsphaltnnt oil and then 
.sprtMul sand on top as in putfing Turvia on a road. In Philadelphia 
glutriu is iised on the school playgrounds. This is a by-product of 
paper making and is said to be “all of the spruce tree but the fiber,” 
and greatly to iiuj)rove the surface for play purposes. 

FENCING. 

There is no uniform |)raclioe in n»gard to fencing school yards. 
In the eastern sections of this country they are gimerally fenced; 
in the middle and southern sections they gmienilly are not. There 
has been a tendency during the past few years to remove fences. 
The fences around parks and pubhc buildings have genei-ally been 
taken down. Houses and house lots are usually unfenced. This is 
one expression of the socialistic tendency of our times. We are 
moving away from the cloister and its exclusiveness. Undoubtedly 
the removal of fences from most of the large public parks has been 
an advantage. There never was any reason for fencing them.* The 
same may bo said of^ the fences in front of houses. The strip of ’ 
parking and grass is often more attractive flian the strip broken by 
fences, as was formerly the case. It is hard .to see that the fence 
ever served any purpose e.xcept exclusiveness, and the^qu^tion in 
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this regard is naturally one of individual preference. However, the 
tendency everyVhere is toward fencing playgrounds and fencing 
parks used as playgrounds. Sherman Park, Chicago, which is both 
a park and a playground and contains CO acres, is fenced, while . 
Washington and Jackson Parks are not. The fence used is a high 
steel picket fence, costing about $1.50 per running foot, and it is there 
in order that the park may beVltJsed at a certain time at night, and 
the public kept out after that hour. 

There are certain advantages in having the school yard unfonced; 
the play space is considerably increased, as the ground is usi'd to the 
sidewalk, and frequently the sidewalk and neighboring street itsedf 
become a part of the school playground at recesses and noon inter- 
missions. Some ^hool yards even in small cities are so small that 
there is literally not. room for the children upon them. If they were 
fenced, there not only could he no play on the school premises, but 
often the children could not be crowded inside. Tlie fence not only 
limits the size of the school ground to a space several feet inside the 
s-idewalk, but the fence space and the land next to it is also unavail- 
able for play. When a game of ball is going on and the ball is batted 
outside it requires a long detour and interferes with the rapidity of 
the game. 

These disadvantages of the fence seem serious, and they arc serious 
for some schools with inadequate yards, but the disadvantages of the 
unfenced yard are yet more serious. Tf the school ground is not 
fenced the children use the sidewalk and the street for their play- 
ground, but the sidewalk and streets were not intended for this pur- 
pose. The school, having failed to make provision for the children 
on its own premises, is plainly trespassing on tlie rights of th^ com- 
munity. No school board has a right to build a school without pro- 
viding a place for the children on the school premises. If the grounds 
that have been secured are not sufficient they should either bo en- 
larged or abandonodN Street play is becoming increasingly dangerous 
to children, because of the rapidly increasing number of automobiles. 
Children who are playing in groups are a^ways heedless, and the 
child who dashes from the school yard in a game of tag is more likely 
to run into danger than the child who is really playing in the street. 
There are occasional mad dogs and runaway horses in the cities. 4f 
the children are in a fenced yard they are safe, while there is always 
danger otherwise. However, the Argent reasons for fencing the mod- 
em school yard are much more fundamental. It is becoming the 
custom to put into school yards a cwisiderable apparatus, and to keep 
them open as directed playgrounds during the ^summer. It is diffi- 
cult to protect the apparatus if the playground Is ijiot fenced, and it 
is still more difficult to protect the neighborhood from annoyance. 
There is fmjnent ccwnplaint in reference to the use of the school 
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yard as a play^onnd, but the complaint nearly always comes from 
the use of it by rowdies at night after the play director has gone, for 
then they are apt to come in and greatly annoy the surrounding resi- ^ 
dents by their yells and boisterous laughter. If a school ground is 
fenced, the children can also be prevented from running by dan- 
gerous pieces of apparatus where they arc likely to be struck. Disci- 
pline becomes much easier. The fence also makes of the school yard' 
t^n Institution and helps to create loyalties. 

frvinany school yards there is' a fence dividing the girls from the 
'boys.\lt is the practice in municipal playgrounds to have separate 
playgrounds for boys and girls. The reasons for it are obvious and 
saflicient; there are often loose girls and always loos^' boys coming 
to the playgrounds, and it is better not to l^ve them together, or 
where they can corrupt other children. The same is true of the school 
playgrounds. If the school yards an.' to be unsu|)ervised loafing 
places, as they have so often been in the past, it is certainly better that 
the girls and boys should loaf separately: but if the school yard is to 
In? a playground and under sujx'rvision, it is probably better not 
to ba\o a division fence in most cases, because the ground is generalljf^ 
pot large enough to be divided and because in case of division tliere 
must be two play directors, an expense not always justified by the 
attendance. It is socially dangerous for older boys and girls to loaf 
together^but they can nsfially play together with safety. 

School fences thus far have not bwn very satisfactory, as a rule. 
Undoubtedly, in most cities the schotd yard has been the most neg- 
lected and unsightly place in the whole city. If it has been iin- 
fenced, it has generally revealed to the |>asser-by u stretch of untidy 
hare ground. If fenced, ' it has usually been with rough boards, 
f)ainted on the outside and unpainted on the inside. The steel 
picket fence is more satisfactory. ?t is permanent, difficult to climb 
over, and reasonably good looking. It is, however, very expensive 
and less bRutiful than hedge or wire. I am inclined to think that, 
except in the extreme northern part of this country, a hedge fence 
of evergreen privet i.s one of the best fences. It is cheap, beauti- 
ful, difficult to climb, and 4^ives privacy to play and shuts off the 
ugliness of the bare ground within. It is a protection from storms 
in winter, and \\s grateful green is always restful. It will have to 
l)e planted in good soil and protected by a wire fence in the begin- 
ning, . The prettiest fence, and also one of the cheapest, that can 
lx> put around a school ground is a woven-wdre fence covered with 
flowering vines. The wire should be close enough, at the bottom 
at least, so that indoor baseballs will not go through. If rambler 
’ n)ses or clematis or honeysuckle bb planted over this, it^. Will be a 
flower garden set on edge during.a considerable part of the year, and 
often the pre^iest thing in the whole neighborhood. The fence at 
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the J^amestown Exposition was 8 feet hi^li and completely covered 
with honeysuckle and clematis. I’lie fragrance coiild he j)erceive(l 
for several rods, and it was admired l>y all. It ^e\v within a year 
or two. 

TREES. ^ 

i 

If a school ^*0110(1 is to l)o nnicli used in the late sprint and 
Summerlin most part> of this country it must have shade. In some 
parts j^s is true for nearly ti»e entire year. Trees also add greatly 
to the attractiven(‘ss, if tjiey an* well selected and properly placed; 
but it walso possil)I(* to destroy a school playground hy phrntin;;^ in it 
half a^ozen trees in the wron^ places. If you will plant the iirst 
tree on the home j)late, the >econd tree in the pitcher s box, and the 
third tree on first base, and so on around, it will not take ^'erv.many 
trtH*s to spoil tin* availabh* >pace in most sdiool yards. A lar^xe part 
of the tiTo that liav(* been ])Ianted thus far should he cut out. I 
have known a small yard to he mined by planting three trees. In 
most grounds all tmes within the play space should i)e (*liminate.d. 

The playgi'ound needs sluHle, l)ut it also luH'ds space. The tm*s 
shonld he planted around tin* playground at the edge and not within 
the ground itself. In larger grounds tliere may also he trees around 
special features, such as the hasoball diamond or the basket -hall 
or volley-ball court, hut trees should never Ik* planted at random, , 
without a definite plan for the, yard and a (hdinite purpose for' 
the jtrees. 

One row of trees shoidd he set around the school giDund just out- 
side the sidewalk, and a second row just inside or just oiitsid(* the 
fence, according to the size of the ground and the width of the space 
between tl»c siclevtidk and the feiu'o. I’lie rnh* of tri*e experts is that 
shade trees should be planted from 25 to 40 feet apart. It is a. good 
rule to plant alternniely cotton wfHuls and Intrd maples, or hard a|ul 
soft maples. Then the soft maples will grow up rapidly and U^gin 
to fnrni,sh shade very soon, while the hard maples will come on 
- more slowly. As soon as the hard innjjles develop enough to give , 

sufficient shade, the cottonwoods or soft maples sho uld b e cut out 
and all the space given to the slower-growing but nmre^T>ofliTtiful 
trees. If this method is followed, the trees sluiuld he planted from 
15 td 20 feet apart, so that they will l>e 30 or 40 feet apart wdien the 
soft trees are cut out. It might be well also to plant a different kind 
of dree in the inside row frorn those in the outside row^ Paulonia 
Japonica, common in New York City, looks like a catalpa with the 
blossoms of wisteria upon it an4 is very attractive. The catalpa 
itself U*a beautiful tree, both in the spring, when it is in blossom, 
a^d in the fall, when it carries itsTong drooping pods. Some of the 
Btreets of Washington that are bordered with horse chestnuts are 
very beautiful in the spring when the tre^ in blDssoui* Even 
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our common basswood or linden is fragrant and attractive in Apt^ 
and May. In the South the magnolia cun be used effectively, and in 
California the beautiful pepper trees are very decorative. Any of 
these trees will make of the school yard a great bouquet in the spring- 
time. worth coining a long way to see. It might he well at times to 
select nut trees instead of flowering trees. The hickory turns a rich 
yellow in the fall; and hickory, walnut, or butternut furnish good 
shade. Such ti-ees offer an opportunity for nutting festivals in the 
fall, though it might be that the temptations the nuts would offer to 
diinhing might not he good for the trees. • In Porto Rii^o they say 
that they can not have mango trees in the school yards, hecaii^ the 
children break them down in climbing for the fruit. Tlie Japanese 
ginkgo, a tree much used in the streets of Washington, is a beautiful 
tree, but it is little known outside of Washington. 

^ ery many trees that are |)hmted in school yards die. The most 
common causT is probably that the trees are iilit really planted. A 
tree is often dug or torn up from s,)mewhere. a hole is cut in the 
school yard, the tree is stuck i,i, earth is thrown on the roots, and 
the tree is considered to be ready to grow. It is needfes.s to say that 
such methods are without result. Trees .should be planted -Jate in 
the fall 01 earl\ in the spring. If a good many of the roots have 
been broken a proiiortional i>art of the top shoiihl be cut off, for ‘ 
there will -not be enough mots to feed a large amount of foliage. 

A tree can not be jilanted in the .sterile siil)Soil of a .school yard with 
reasonable expectation that it will live. A space from’ 4* to 8 feet 
wpiare and -2 br more feet deep should 1 h> excavated and filled in with 
good, rich earth. The whole should Ik- well packed and watered 
down, and the tree .should be boxed. Our estimate for the planting 
of trees in Wa.shington was $4 a tree. This price was for the plant- 
ing and boxing alone, as the trees were furni.shed to us from the city 
nur^ry. This may seem exjiensive. hut it is scarcely 1 per cenbof 
\Vhat a well-placed tree is worth to a' .school yard. 

It is a good thing to have henches around a nnmlxir of the trees 
in order that the children can sit in the shade when they are tired or 
when they are eating their luncheons. 'Wlierever it is possible the 
games and play should be so jdannwl inside Jhe yard as to keep a 
grass border B or 10 feet wide under the trees and along the fence. 
This adds gi-catly to the attraciivenesk of the yard and .serves as a 
jdeasant place to sit or lie in the .shade when tired. 

sqdipbient; 

A great many cities are now putting c<iuipment into their school 
yard.s. They are rarely consulting anyone of experience in this 
matter, and it must be said that the apparatim so purchased is often 
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temporary in character, ugly in api)curance, and dangerous in use. 

It is often in the wrong places and sometimes costs two'or three 
times as innen as it should. Ver}' much of this, although of recent 
installation, sliould be taken out at once and replaced by equipment 
that is safe and suited to the needs of the school. It must l>e rcmciu* 
bered always that free play is more important than the best possible 
use of play o<piipnu*nt. such as swings, and the open spaces must not 
be destroyed for any kind of ai)l)aratus. 

THE SAND BIN. 

The sand bin is the mother of the playground movement, and out 
of it have gr(^*n the other developments. From the time he is I 
yciir old until he is 10 or 12 the siiVl will furnidi any child enter- 
tainment and delight.^ As the sand Jin *^s for the little cbildrmi. it 
should be placed in The most retire(^)art of the yard, where tt will 
be out of the way of the older children. It must have shade, or the ' 
sand will get too hot in the summer time. It is well to place it under 
or around a tret*. It should have a molding board or st*at around 
the edjge so that the children can mold the sand upon it. This is often 
used aFo as a scat when the teaclier wishes to tell a story or to give 
instruction. The sand should Vm*. if possible, the fine white sand of 
the seaside, as this is ])leastmt to work with and docs not soil the 
clothes; but any building sand, such as that used in making plaster, 
will do. The carpenter of the school board can make the bin. The 
sand will gradually work out upon the playground, where it will 
often gix*atly improve the surface. As it is necessary for the sand 
to be renewed occasionally to keep it in a sanitary condition, this 
leakage is ‘a good thing in any case. The sand bin does not require a 
bottom if the ground is level ^ul hiird. ^ 

* SEESAWS. 

9 

The seesaw is often i)laced in the school yard, but T?bt much can l>e 
said in its favor. The cliildn-n who are using the seesaw are not 
getting either physical, intellectual, or social training. It is the fre- 
quent source of accidents and disputes. If a short seesaw board is 
placed on a hirii standard,^ it very dangerous, because it then 
makes an acutit^ngle when tlie child goes down to the ground. The^ 
long seesaw is safer than the short one, becau^QA^e angle of the 
plank in its descent is not so great, but it must l>eT’emembercd that 
there wdll often be five or six children on each end of the seesaw, 
and there may be danger of it breaking if it is made long and not 
well strengthened. The principal danger js that the cliild who is 
down' on the seesaw may slide off and let the otlier child down with 
a bang. T huA^known of half a dozen broken arms resulting in a 
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week from a new set of poorly made seesaws. . Another danger a])- 
j)(*ars when the children stand up on the seesaw. One end comes 
down suddenly and the other ehild is thrown off on his hoftd 4 The 
seesaw ought to be aboirt 14 “feet long, aiul it is best for it to have a 
‘handle. It should he made so it can be taken in at night and in the 
winter. It .shoidd l>e p la ceil near the fence in some retired i)art of 
the yard. It i> best to se*t it on a steel support anchored in concrete. 


THE SLIDE. 

« 

The slide is one of the most popular j>ieei^ of apparatus, and will 
be used almost continuously by ^^arge number i;A children. There 
are apt to be disputes and quarrels over the swing, but the slid] 
otlers a natural rotation In oflice. Sliding reproscmts a iiniversj 
interest of children, for they iiave slid down banisters and celhj 
doors from time immcmonal. Almost every place that ofTeC^a 
natural incline iji the eities will be found to U* usimI hy them. People 
generally have the idea that the slide is ihmgei'ous on account of its 
height, but in an experience years I haw never known of a 

single §erious aeciilent from the sliite. except from divers in the early 
days when slides were made of jnm’v l\ailing> at the top prevent the 
children from falling otT there, ami after they sit dowti on the slide 
they can t^t well fall unless they try to. There is a get^ral feeling 
also that the slide is very hard on clothes. I doubt if wiis is so, if 
the slide is in good condition. The amount of the friction and wear 
of course depends on the smoothness. Even in the schoolroom the 
child \vriggles around constantly in his seat, and the seat or the 
cushion is not usually very smooth. The children tend to run up the 
slide if they iiro not watched at fii^st. and also to slide down standing 
n]). If a dido is scratched and marked with nails, it is much more 
destructive of clothes. The crucial thing about it is the condition 
'of the incline itself. In the early days these slides were often made 
of pine. The pine could he made very smooth and safe, but after a 
rain the grain was likely to come up. so thatrhild might be impaled 
on the slivers as he slid down. Most of the nuichine companies now 
make n st^ slide. This is well gldvanized. but the galvanizing is 
apt to wear through where the, childriMi place thejr feet, causing the 
luetnl to rust. A rusty slide both soils and wears the clothes very 
rapidly. The stool slide is too cold jn winter and too hot in summer 
for much comfort. It is also too expensive to l>c genernlly ])ur- 
chased. AV. S. Tothlll. of Chicago, makes a maple slide that answers 
all requirements very well. It does* not rust or splinter. ^ It i( hot 
too liot nor too cold; it sometimes warps, but never seriously. The^ 
9-foot slide is sold by Marshall Field & Co. for ^7.50; the 15-foot 
fc'lide for $25. The slide needs to be waxed occasionally or dressed 
with raw linseed oil. It is wiell to hate a carpet mat or two to sit on 
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after rains or a 4 ter oiling, and it is desirable that the apparatus 
• should be made so that the sliding board is* detachable, allowing 
it to be turned over or taken in sc» as to protect it from the rain. 

SWINGS. 

The swdng is probal)]y the mpjj^t common piece t)f apparatus in 
the- play of small children everywhere. It 15 also one of the most 
dangerous, and, as generally made, one of the\rnost unsightly. The 
swing frame .should be of steel gas pipe 3 jihohes in diambter if 
threaded, or 2J inches if made with solid "joint.W Th ^ should 
be well braced and set in concrete about ^ or TmTdeep. The 
swings for a school yard should not be over 8 or 10 feet high. - The 
tall swing takes up too much room, is preempted by the large chil- 
dren, and is too dangerous. The swings should be j)laced in the most 
retired corner of the yard and parallel with the fence,* wliere tlie other 
children will not be sti*?ick. People are apt to fear tliat the cliildren 
will be hurt by falling out of the swing. Tliis rarely happens. The 
reaWanger is to the child who is running bV. If two children are 
standing up in a swing and swinging hard and another chihl runs 
by and is struck in the side of the head, he will certainly be seriously 
injured and may l>e killed. In some j)lac(^ the swings are fenced off, 
f>o as to pi-event this. A jnece of rubber liose is sometimes nailed to 
the side of the swung hoard, so as to deaden the blow if aVliihl is 
struck. For the sc1uk)1 yard it is bo.st to have as light a swing as pos- 
sible, because" its moment uin is not so great in' that case, and it. is 
easier to put out and take in. A wooden hoard and roj)es are to be 
preferred to an iron seat and- chains or links. The steel hook that 
supports the swung is a crucial point, as it is apt. to wear through. 
It should be made of hardened steel and should wear on a steel 
thimble around wdiicli the rope is spliced. Girfs should not be 
allowed to stand up In swings, ns their dressos-tend to fly up. Bovs 
should not W allowed to swing girls for still more obvious reasons. 
It is best for children to swing themselves in any case, ns that is the 
only way they can get any exercise out of it. The pi])o fittings can 
/ be purchased of any of the machine companies. The pipe can be se- 
cured of local dealers and all should l)e erected and painted bj^ local 
men. The swings can also be made, Satisfactorily by any ingenious 
carpenter. The pipe should either be galvanized or painted green. 
The concrete blocks should be 10 to 18 inches square. There should 
be about 20 swings in the yard of a good-sized city school. 



THE GIANT STRIDE. 

The gi'.nt stride is often put into school yards. .It is always enjoyed 
by the children and has some value as exercise. It is a rather expen- 
, ’ ' aive. piece of ap^ratus, however, and; the s^eel ladders are rather 
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dangerous. For the school yard I grefcr the rope and wood ladder 
with wooden rungs. This is lighter and does not J)niise where it 
strikes. It is also much easier to take in the ropes wlien that is de- 
sired. The g'iant stride shoiild be placed in the corneii^f the yard if 
possible, so that it inay'be OTit of the way of the games and that the 
chil<lren upon the ground may not bo struck by those who are flying 
around upon it. ’ ^ 

THE HORIZONTAL BAR. 

Every school yard should have a liorizontal bar. This will serve 
for tests in chinning, wliich is one of the standard tests of the Pub- 
lic School Athletic League, and l>oys everj^whcre like to climb upon 
Tind over such a piece apparatus. It is a good thing to^i^ve three 
bars placed i\t about 5 feet 3 inches, G feet, and G feet C. The cartli 
should l>e excavated under these bars for 3 or 4 feet on each side and 
sand filled in. No one would think of exercising on a horizontal bar 
in a gymnasium 'without a mat underneath. It is just .as dangerous 
to exercise over hard* ground in the yard ; a plentiful crop of broken 
anns is sure to result. 

All the equipment of the. school yard should be so made that it 
can l)e locked or taken in at sudi times as it Is not to be used. ^ 

CONSTRUCTION OR PURCHASE OF EQUIPMENT. 

. A school playground may be satisfactorily equipped for $200 if 
most of the equipment is made and set up by local men. The slide 
can probably ha purchased as chpaply us nt be made. Other 
pieces of apparatus will cost considerably more from the machine * 
edinpanies. 


■ EQUIPMENT FOR GABfES. 

Indoor hasehaU. — Every school ground of any size should have at 
least tw’o indoor baseball diamonds, one for the girls and ong for the 
lx>ys- The regulation diamcrucl is 35 fc<?t square, /though the 2rfoot 
diamond is better for smail children. This should be laid out per- 
^ manently, and the pla^s for the bases marked. Bases should be 
made of sacks filled with sand. The 1 7-inch ball should be used, 
and the diamond should -be so placed that the ball will not be batted 
over the fence or against the school building. . ‘ ^ 

\ollcy Inll. — Volley ball is the best game for school yards in gen- 
eral, because it takes very little space, and nearly all the chidren can 
play. It is the natural corrective of nearly all the bad postures of 
the sclioolroom. The equipment costs very little. From two tp four 
teams should be organized from each of the upper clashes, and they ^ * 
might well have volley ball as ft period of physical training in the . 
regular school time at least once a week. ^ 
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Tether ioZZ.— Tether ball is another gani e little space, 

that is very • vigorous and can be played iu aTmc^Fany school yard. 
Directions for this game and for volley ball can be secured from the 
Spalding Athletic Library for 10 cents. 'Both sets of rules are in the 
same boot. The lines around and bisecting the pole are best put in 
^th brick. 

Running trach atui jimiphig Along the fence on one side of 
the school ground there should be a running track about 10 f^t wide. 
This should be made of cinders or loam and kept in good conditions 
Mos|: running is at present arranged for high-school and college^ 
sprinters, but interest in running itself probably reacli^ its climax 
about the tenth or eleventh year, and declines after that. Children, in 
the upper elementary grades are intensely interested in all forms 
of sprints and relay races. The interest in jumping at this period is 
also well-nigh univeriil. There should be a jumping pit filled with 
sand with regular tuke-off board for the broad jiunp, and there should 
J^e standards for the high jump, which is usually rather more inter- 
esting to children. 

Skating , — In Uie northern part of the couiilrv it is ^yell to flood a 
part of the yard in winter for skating. All tliat is necessary in 
cold weather is to make a low embankment at the edge, §o that the 
water will not run off, and turn on the school hose. , 

the use of the school YARD. 

In a number of school systems of my acquaintance the school j^anT 
is used not more than half an hour to an-4wur ;i day. The children 
are sent home at noon. They are not allowed to come in the morning 
until just before school, and* they are required to gO home ns soon 
as school is out. The thought has been appai^tly'to use the school 
grounds as little as possible. We are getting a new conception of 
what is desirable, however, and the whole tendency is towQ^rd wider 
use. I am personally inclined to think that the next 10 years will see^ 
the use of all suitable school yards quadrupled. This is coining 
through the rapid extension of the summer playground, through its 
supervision after school and on Saturdays for the same purpose, and 
in its continqous use thrOug'liout the day for the play of differ^it 
classes as ih'such citie^as Gary, Ind. I expect the next great extension 
of its use to be as a playground at night for the adults and the work- 
and girls of the c(Mnipunity. If the playground is properly 
light^, it is possible to ma}ce it a delightful place for such games as 
volley ball, basket ball, tether ball, and even indoor baseball in the 
evening. If-the school furnishes a swimming pool, this will give very 
nearly the same physical facilities that the Young Men’s Christian 
Associaticm and the Young Women’s Christian Association offer. 
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For the small child tl^ paramount qiiestioiT is not arit^tnetic- 
or geo^aphy. b,ut physical health. For the G-year-old 2 hours 
in the classroom is proha hly enough. lie ought to have two or 
three periods in the playground every ihiy. This time may well 
^;gTOw less from year to year until it gets down to i>erhap!s three 
periods a week*. The child needs at least three periods for physical 
training. Three periods are required in the common schools of Ger- 
<|any, and when we consiiler that games mean not only physical train- 
ing, but social and moral training as well, no thoughthd person can 
well think three perio<ls too much. Thesi* play iH"ri(xls should be so 
arranged that in the kirger schools there would be two or three classes 
in the yard all the time, as the ])ractice is in Gary, Tad. The regular 
teachers should play with the children, but there should be a special 
idaygrounJ^teacher in charge. In the upper classes four baseball 
and four volley-ball teams might well be h)rnied in each class. The ' 
girls jday both of these ganjes as well or nearly as well as the boys, ' 
and every child should required to play. This will give a good 
period of jdiysical training in the o|hmi air. and the volley hall 'will 
be one of the bt'st i>ossible exercises for correcting the stooped and 
rounded shoulders and the'flat chests of the cdassroom. 
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